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Microwriter lets you enter the entire ASCII character set with six keys.

Apple raids pirates in East

Move to drive counterfeiters out of business

By Paul Freiberger, IW Staff

One summer day in Taipei, a group
of private investigators and attorneys
entered the offices of Sunrise Com-
puter.

This was not a friendly call.

No. These legal eagles represented
Apple Computer, and this was a sur-
prise raid. With Apple Computer's
blessing, the group seized several
Apolo Computers.

Although the above scenario
sounds like a grade-B spy thriller, it de-
scribes an actual event that took place
this past June as a part of Apple Com-
puter’s efforts to put a halt to the de-
velopment and sale of counterfeit
Apple Il computers.

Apple conducted similar raids in
Hong Kong last month, is planning

similar action against another

Taiwanese firm and has taken legal ac-

*tion in New Zealand as well.
According to Apple, the Apolo II is

“an Apple copy.” Company spokes-‘

man Stan DeVaughn explains that
what sounds like “a Peter Sellers sce-
nario” actually represents compliance
with Taiwanese laws that require
plaintiffs to gather evidence if they de-
sire to bring charges.

See Apple raids, page 5

One-Hand keyboard

Microwriter WP system ‘draws’ characters

By Deborah Wise, IW Staff’

A hand-held word processor that
uses six keys for data entry has been
launched in Great Britain as a tool for
people who are not trained touch typ-
ists.

The Microwriter from Microwriter
Ltd. of London uses a concept called
microwriting, developed by an Ameri-
can, Cy Endfield. The five keys on the
small, lightweight device are set in a
handprint shape so they can be de-
pressed easily by the fingers of the
right hand. The sixth command key is
placed below the thumb.

"“The key to the Microwriter is that it
uses a new form of indexing charac-
ters. By depressing keys in combina-
tions, you can achieve the full ASCII
character set,” said Michael Davies,
Microwriter's managing director. Mi-
crowriter is currently looking for a dis-
tributor in the U.S. for what, the
company claims, is the key to the of-
fice of the future—a revision of the
standard QWERTY keyboard.

The product is aimed at people Da-
vies calls “writer-thinkers"'—those

who produce mainly handwritten
documents that have to be typed and
edited. The Microwriter has an RS-232
interface that allows people to input
data that could either be printed di-
rectly or edited on a word-processing
system, personal computer or elec-
tronic typewriter. The Microwriter has
a 16-character LCD display and can
store about four pages (8K) of text.

To use it, you must first learn its
character-indexing system. This is
based on the shape of each character
rather than the position of characters
on a keyboard. In microwriting your
fingers act as the pencil to draw out
the form, or part of the form, of the let-
ter to be entered.

For example to make a letter T you
depress the first and third finger of the
right hand. That supposedly repre-
sents the cross of the letter and makes

you thinkofa T.

"It’s easy to learn, but it's difficult to
build up speed,” said Rob Beattie, a
staff writer on the English publication
Which Word Processing and Office

See Microwriter, page 5

Piracy crackdown proposed

By John Markoff, IW Staff’

WASHINGTON, DC—The stakes in the
software-piracy game may soon go up
a notch. Legislation has been intro-

_ duced in Congress that would in-

crease the penalty for software piracy
to five years in prison and/or a
$250,000 fine.

Representative Barney Frank (D-
Massachusetts) recently introduced
H.R. 6420, the Computer Software Pi-
racy and Counterfeiting Amendments
of 1982. The bill is designed as an

By David Needle, IW Staff

Commodore International has an-
nounced the formation of a speech-
technology division that will be
headed by Dr. Richard H. Wiggins, one
of the key developers of Texas Instru-
ments successful Speak and Spell
learning aids.

Before joining Commodore a few
months ago, Wiggins was manager of
technology and systems engineering
at Texas Instruments Speech Technol-
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Commodore forms speech unit

ogy Center, He told Infoworld that
Commodore offered a “better oppor-
tunity” and that he left TI on “good
terms.”

In his announcement, Irving Gould,
Commodore chairman of the board,
said the new division will develop “a
family of speech input/output periph-
eral products to interface with Com-
modore’s line of personal and home
microcomputers.”

See Commodore, page 6

amendment to the Piracy and Coun-
terfeiting Act of 1982 that was recently
signed into law by President Reagan.
That law was aimed at illegal copying
and sale of musical tape recordings
and movie film.

The bill's sponsors are worried
about the rapid growth of the
personal-computer industry.‘We had
discussions with people in the indus-
try who brought to our attention the
threat of software piracy,” said Rich
Goldstein, a staff assistant to Frank.

According to Goldstein, the bill is in-
tended toremedy “insufficient” penal-
ties for piracy and to attract the
interest of prosecuting attornies who
rarely pursue cases without the possi-
bility of stiff penalties.

Goldstein said that he had heard of
allegations that “organized crime”
was now involved in computer-
software piracy; he added that-the bill
was targeted principally at commer-
cial pirates who might be selling many
copies of a particular program. He also
noted, however, that someone who
simply made an individual copy of a

See Piracy bill, page 5

IN FOCUS

Do you like what you see when
you turn on your computer? If not,
rest easy, because displays are
changing fast. This week our spe-
cial In Focus section deals with in-
novative display technology.
Please turn to page 22 to find out

what's new in this field.
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This Week

Dow Jones offers encyclopedia & movie reviews

Bv John Markoff; IW Staff

Dow Jones & Company has an-
nounced that it will add a 20-volume
encyclopedia and a movie-review data
base to the data bases that are availa-
ble to Dow Jones News/Retrieval sub-
scribers.

The encyclopedia is published by
Grolier Electronic Publishing and con-
tains nine million words and 28,000 ar-
ticles.

JoAnne Kennedy, a spokesperson
for Dow Jones, said that the Grolier
Encyclopediais on a level comparable
to the World Book and is not as de-
tailed as such basic references as the
Encvclopedia Britannica. According to

Kennedy, the addition of the new en-
cyclopedia will broaden the base of
Dow information sources and will ap-
peal to families, particularly junior-
high and high-school students
working on research papers.

The encyclopedia will be updated
twice each year and will offer a rudi-
mentary cross-referencing system to
direct users to additional articles.

The movie-review data base is being
produced by Cineman Syndicate of
Middletown, New York. It will offer
brief plot descriptions of some 50 films
and rate them on a great-to-poor scale.

Dow now offers a dozen data bases
in addition to stock and securities

quotes. It reports that it has 45,000
subscribers. |

Commodore

continued from page 1

According to Wiggins the division
will concentrate initially on voice out-
put devices with speech recognition
“coming in gradually.”

“It's a good move for Commodore.
Speech is becoming an increasingly
important part of the home-computer
market,” noted Clive Smith, who re-
searches the home-computer market
for the Yankee Group, based in Cam-

bridge, Massachusetts. “Manufac-
turers are trying to develop greater
sensory involvement to make theirsys-
tems more friendly to the user,” and
voice syntheses is one way to do it,
added Smith.

Asked about competition from
other personal-computer manufac-
turers in the area of speech, Wiggins
commented that “I don't know that
our product plans coincide with any-
one else. The surface [of speech tech-
nology] has hardly been scratched.”

The new speech division will be lo-
cated in Dallas, Texas, at Commo-
dore’s optoelectronics headquarters,
where research and manufacture of
liquid-crystal displays (LCDs! for Com-
modore’s line of digital watches take
place. |

SAVVY is a miraculous new
information handling system.
SAVVY is an automatic database
management system. .
SAVVY is a new level of

machine intelligence.
SAVVY, part hardware,
part software, is the
beginning of truly
“Personal Computing’’.

<=

Trademark: SAVVY, Robot Programmer:
Excallbur Technologles Corporation.
Personal Language: SAVVY Marketing
International

100 South Ellsworth Street, 9th Floor, San Mateo, CA 94401

6 InfoWorld

Through SAVVY, you and your
computer talk to each other in your
own natural, conversational
English (or Spanish, or
French, etc.).

It learns from you
what you want
done in your own
personal language.

Once SAVVY learns
your language it
can create any file
you wish. Input,
output, additions,
changes and
deletions are
arranged for you.
SAVVY's “Robot
Programmer"’
, has been trained
g, to write 100%
of the programs
needed to manage your
database information.
SAVVY runs on CP/M™
and Apple DOS.

SAV VY

You'll discover that SAVVY
recognizes your personal words,
even if misspelled, or even If you use
a phrase never used beforel

SAVVY continues to grow through
use to become better and better at
understanding your commands.

Eventually, you will see SAVVY as a
mirror to your own way of thinking
and working. It is a re-definition of
“user-friendi

SAVVY, it’s the first system that truly
means “'personal computing”’.
SAVVY is like no other system on
earth.

SAVVY cost $950.

Seeing is believing. SAVVY is on
display at selected computer retail
locations. Call for the name of your
nearest dealer.

CP/M Is a trademark of Digital
Research Corp.

Apple Is a Trademark of Apple Computer
Inc.

(415) 340-0335
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From Aspen Software

The Only Compl g System

For CP/M®, TRS-80* and IBM-PC Word Processors

Featuring Random House® Dicti

e Complete Accuracy-looks up every word;
does not use less accurate root word
analysis, plus Random House Dictionary

+. Full Interactiv2 Correction-standard

® Instant Access to Dictionary

e Compact-Random House Dictionary
supplied in sizes to fit your system
(50,000 words standard)

GRAMMATIK™

Beyond Spelling Checking
* Detects typos, punctuation and
p on errors, d words
and phrases
* Analyzes Writing Style
® Suggests Alternative Usages

= NO ERRORS

“The programs together { Proofreader and
Grammatik) offer a dvnamic tool for
comprehensive editing bevond spelling
corrections.”

-—-Dona Z. Meilach in Interface Age, 5'82
“Grammatik is the perfect complement to a
spelling check program.”

~Dr. Alan R. Miller in Interface Age, 5 82
“If you use a word processor and a spelling
checker, then vou should investigate the unique
capabilities of this program. Grammatik is a
surprisingly fast and easy 1o use tool for
analyzing writing style and punctuation.”

—Bob Louden in InfoWorld, 12. 81
“For the user who is as tight with his dollar as 1.
Proofreader is the program of choice.”

~Stephen Kimmel in Creative Computing, 3/82

al)

“Anyvone involved with word processing in any

way, whether writing manuals, letters,

brochures, newscopy, reporis, eic. is encouraged

10 get the excellent program Grammatik."”
—A.A. Wicks in Computronics, 6, 82

G and are with all
CP/M, MS-DOS (incl, IBM-PC), and TRS-80 word
processors. Current CP/M formats: standard 8"
Northstar, Omikron, Osborne. Apple. Please call/or
write for details of minimum system sizes and availability
of additional disk and operating system formats
Shipping costs included. Please specify your system
configuration when ordering. Dealers inquiries

invited

Proofreader Grammatik Both
CPM. MS-DOS $12900 $15000 $250.00
TRS80 Model Il n/a $99.00
TRS-80 Mod. I/l $89.00 $59.00 $13900

Random House is a registered trademark of Random
House, Inc. Other registered trademarks: CP/M: Digital
Research; TRS-80: Tandy Corp.: MS-DOS: Microsoft;
Co.

1BM: 1IBM;

Aspen

Aspen Software Co. ;{“

P.O. Box 339-W Tijeras, NM 87059 |\
(505) 281-1634
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